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G535-1
All deepwater port applications fall under the authority of the
Deepwater Port Act, which requires that a decision on the
application be made within 330 days of the publication of the Notice
of Application in the Federal Register. The Notice of Application for
the Cabrillo Port Project was published in the Federal Register on
January 27, 2004. Although the comment period (53 days) could
not be extended at that time, a March 2006 Revised Draft EIR was
recirculated under the CEQA for an additional public review period
of 60 days. Section 1.4.1 contains additional information on this
topic.

Section 1.5 contains information on opportunities for public
comment. After the MARAD final license hearing, the public will
have 45 days to comment on the Final EIS/EIR and the license
application. The Federal and State agencies will have an additional
45 days to provide comments to the MARAD Administrator. The
Administrator must issue the Record of Decision within 90 days
after the final license hearing. The CSLC will hold a hearing to
certify the EIR and make the decision whether to grant a lease. The
California Coastal Commission will also hold a hearing. Comments
received will be evaluated before any final decision is made
regarding the proposed Project.

G535-2
A Revised Draft EIR was recirculated in March 2006 under the
CEQA for an additional public review period of 60 days. Sections
1.4 and 1.5.3.2 contain additional information on this topic. Section
1.4.2 contains a summary of Project changes since issuance of the
October 2004 Draft EIS/EIR and the March 2006 Revised Draft
EIR.

Section 4.6.1.3 contains revised information on Project emissions
and proposed control measures. Section 4.6.4 discusses the health
effects attributed to air pollutants and includes revised impacts and
mitigation measures.

Impact BioMar-5 in Section 4.7.4 contains updated information on
potential noise impacts on the marine environment and mitigation
measures to address such impacts.

See also responses to 2004 Comment Letter G437 herein.
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G535-3
Thank you for the information. While we concur with the data
presented regarding the potential impacts of the use of "air guns"
during seismic surveys, the proposed Project does not propose the
use of such equipment.

Impact BioMar-3 and BioMar-5 in Section 4.7.4 and Section
4.20.3.7 contains information on baseline underwater noise
conditions and noise impacts on marine mammals, fish and other
marine biota.
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G535-4
Impacts BioMar-3 and -5 in Section 4.7.4 contain information on
baseline underwater noise conditions. Section 4.20.3.7 discusses
potential cumulative noise impacts on marine mammals from the
proposed Project in conjunction with other offshore projects.
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G535-5
Impacts BioMar-3 and -5 in Section 4.7.4 contain information on
both underwater natural background noise levels and underwater
noise generated from construction and operations.

G535-6
Section 4.7 contains updated text on this topic, and Impacts
BioMar-3 and -5 contain additonal information on the background
underwater noise levels, the estimated underwater noise levels
generated by Project construction and operations, and the effects
of Project-related noise on marine mammals and fish.
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G535-7
See the responses to Comments G535-3, -4, -5, and -6. Impact
BioMar-5 in Section 4.7.4 contains updated information on noise
impacts on marine mammals.
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G535-8
Section 4.20.3.7 has been updated with additional information on
this topic. See also response to Comment G535-4.
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G535-9
Impacts BioMar-3 and -5 in Sections 4.7.4 and 4.20.3.7 have been
revised since the issuance of October 2004 Draft EIS/EIR and
contain additional information on the impacts of noise on the marine
environment. Mitigation measures, including BioMar-5a, -5b, and
-5c, have been added to reduce noise impacts.
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G535-10
AM BioMar-9b in Section 4.7.4 has been revised to specify that the
marine mammal monitors would follow MMS Notice ot Lessees
NTL No. 2004-G01 guidelines and the Marine Mammal Monitoring
Protocols. In addition, it specifies the times when monitoring would
be required.

Section 4.3.4 contains information on potential impacts associated
with the increased vessel traffic due to the proposed Project and
mitigation measures to address such impacts.

G535-11
Impacts BioMar-3 and -5 in Section 4.7.4 contain updated
information on noise impacts during offshore construction and
mitigation measures that would be implemented to reduce noise
impacts in the marine environment. AM BioMar-9b, Marine Mammal
Monitoring, includes the responsibilities of qualified monitors
approved in advance by NOAA Fisheries and the USFWS in
consultation with the California Department of Fish and Game.

G535-12
Section 4.7 has been updated with additional analysis and revised
mitigation since issuance of the October 2004 Draft EIS/EIR.

G535-13
In March 2006, the USCG and MARAD solicited public input on a
Draft General Conformity Determination, which concluded that NOx
emissions generated from Project construction activities in Los
Angeles County were subject to the General Conformity Rule. All
other Project-related emissions were determined not to be subject
to the General Conformity Rule. Subsequent to the issuance of the
Conformity Determination, the Applicant provided a written
commitment that all onshore pipeline construction equipment
would, to the extent possible, utilize engines compliant with USEPA
Tier 2, 3, or 4 non-road engine standards with Tier 2 being the
minimum standard for any engine.

Project emissions were then reanalyzed to assess the potential
emission reductions associated with the stated commitment and to
reassess the applicability of the General Conformity Rule. The
revised General Conformity analysis concluded that all applicable
Project emissions would be less than de minimis thresholds in both
Ventura and Los Angeles Counties and, therefore, not subject to
the General Conformity Rule. Based on this conclusion, the USCG
and MARAD will not finalize the Draft General Conformity
Determination.



Section 4.6.1.3 and Section 4.6.2 contain revised Project emission
estimates and a revised discussion of the applicability of the
General Conformity Rule to the Project, respectively. Appendix G4
contains a copy of the revised General Conformity analysis.

Section 4.6.4 discusses the health effects attributed to air pollutants
and included revised impacts and mitigation measures.
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G535-14
The Project has been modified since issuance of the March 2006
Revised Draft EIR. See Section 1.4.2 for a summary of Project
changes. The following Project changes would reduce emissions of
nitrogen oxide and other air pollutants:
- Reduction in the number of LNG carriers and change in crew
vessel trips;
- Use of natural gas to power LNG carriers in California Coastal
Waters;
- Diesel-fueled support vessels with emission controls; and
- Use of specific engine standards for onshore construction
equipment.
The Applicant has committed to implement the following additional
measure to reduce air emissions:
- Repowering of existing non-Project vessels with cleaner-burning
engines.
These changes required revisions to air pollutant emission
estimates and related air quality analyses.

Section 4.6.1.3 contains revised information on Project emissions
and proposed control measures. Section 4.6.4 contains revised
information on Project impacts and mitigation measures. These
revisions address the concurrent emission of ozone precursors
from the FSRU and Project vessels. Section 4.6.1.3 contains
revised information on Project emissions and proposed control
measures. Section 4.6.4 also discusses the health effects attributed
to air pollutants.

G535-15
The USEPA Region 9 issued a draft Proposed Authority to
Construct (i.e., draft air permit-to-construct) for the Cabrillo Port
FSRU. Condition V.A.1 of the draft air permit-to-construct contains
specific emission limits on air pollutant concentrations in exhaust
from the Wartsila Generators (with control equipment) and
Submerged Combustion Vaporizers (SCVs). These limits do not
vary with equipment load. Thus, the effective limits on allowable air
pollutant mass rates (in terms of pounds per hour) would decrease
with lower equipment loads. Condition VI.B of the draft air
permit-to-construct contains specific stack testing and/or
continuous emission monitoring requirements for air pollutant
emissions from the Wartsila Generators (with control equipment)
and SCVs.

See the response to Comment G535-14. Appendices G1 through
G8 contain supplementary material that provides the air quality
analysis methodology and the derivation of the emissions
estimates.
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G535-16
The Project has been modified since issuance of the October 2004
Draft EIS/EIR. See Section 1.4.2 for a summary of Project changes.
Tugs and crew vessels would have diesel engines equipped with
air pollution control technology that would result in emissions
comparable to emissions from natural gas-fueled engines.

G535-17
The Project has been modified since issuance of the October 2004
Draft EIS/EIR. See Section 1.4.2 for a summary of Project changes.
Sections 4.6.1.3 and 4.6.4 contain information on regulated air
pollutant emissions and an updated analysis of vessel emissions.

Section 4.6.2 contains revised information on the regulations that
require the use of ultra low sulfur diesel.

G535-18
The Project has been modified since issuance of the March 2006
Revised Draft EIR. See Section 1.4.2 for a summary of Project
changes. Section 4.1.8 contains a detailed description of the
marine climatic setting. Section 4.6.1.2 has been revised to provide
an expanded discussion of the potential transport of offshore air
pollutant emissions to onshore areas due to meteorological
conditions. Section 4.6.4 contains revised analyses of the impacts
on air quality from the emissions of criteria pollutants, ozone
precursors, and toxic air pollutants from the FSRU and Project
vessels.
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G535-19
The Project has been modified since issuance of the October 2004
Draft EIS/EIR. See Section 1.4.2 for a summary of Project changes.
Section 4.6.1.3 contains revised information on Project emissions
and proposed control measures. Section 4.6.4 discusses the health
effects attributed to air pollutants and includes revised impacts and
mitigation measures.

G535-20
Impact AIR-4 and Impact AIR-5 in Section 4.6.4 have been revised
to provide specific information regarding the Applicant's emissions
reduction programs and their review by the USEPA and the
California Air Resources Board (CARB). As part of air
permit-to-construct application procedures, the Applicant has
committed to the USEPA to achieve emissions reductions (in
addition to reductions inherent to the Project) to an amount equal to
the FSRU's annual NOx emissions. The Applicant has executed
contracts to retrofit two marine vessels (long haul tugs) by replacing
the propulsion engines of each vessel with modern low emitting
engines (Tier 2 compliant diesel-fired engines). At the request of
the USEPA and the CARB, the Applicant conducted source testing
to assist in determining the emission reductions expected as a
result of the retrofits. Both the USEPA and the CARB have
reviewed the results, but there is not yet a consensus on the
estimated emission reductions from the mitigation proposal.

Based on the USEPA's and CARB's estimates, the proposed
Emissions Reduction Program (AM AIR-4a) would provide for NOx
emission reductions greater than the estimated annual NOx
emissions from FSRU equipment and estimated NOx emissions
from operation of LNG carrier offloading equipment. However, the
total emission reductions would be less than the annual NOx
emissions estimated for all operations (FSRU and Project vessels)
in California Coastal Waters, as defined by the CARB. According to
CARB, the emission reduction proposal "represents more than what
would otherwise be required by the current determination of
applicable regulations."

Appendix G9 contains a memorandum from the CARB to the CSLC
on this topic. Electronic copies of the Applicant's reports submitted
to the USEPA that detail the tug retrofits and related emission
reductions are available at
www.epa.gov/region09/liq-natl-gas/cabrillo-air.html.

G535-21
An emission control technology analysis prepared by the Applicant
concluded that the use of selective catalytic reduction (SCR) has



not been achieved in practice in a floating marine environment. The
Applicant submitted the emission control technology analysis to the
USEPA as part of the air permit application for Cabrillo Port. Air
permit application materials for Cabrillo Port are available at the
USEPA's website.
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G535-22
See the response to Comment G535-1.

Your statement is included in the public record and will be taken
into account by decision-makers when they consider the proposed
Project.
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G535-23
This attachment is a copy of a letter that was submitted on behalf of
the Statewide LNG Environmental Stakeholder Working Group.
Responses to the comments from that letter are identified in this
document as 2004 Comment Letter G518.
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